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J'ROM THE EDITOR' S OIUIR : 

I IIDlBt start on a melanohol;r note this month for 
I have to announce with the deepest regret the 
death on 10th Ju:cy of Mr.Y.N.Wearing , of Bootle, 
Liverpo ol. He had been ill for some time but in a 
letter to me a few weeks ago he said he felt a good 
deal better. !rhe news of his death, th~ore, came 
as a great shook. 

Mr.Wearing spent some years of his boyhood in th1 
U. s. A. and had lived in the Bootle distr:l.ot ever 
sill.co hie retuz,n to this oountr,r. He was a great 
authority on the English "dread1'ul.8 )' of the Victor
ian era. Onl;r a fortnight ago I oame across en ad. 
of his offering papers for sale in a ;journal. of 
1901. I had asked him 1:f he remembered it in a 
letter I sent w1 th his oow of No. 7. I am afraid 
it would arrive »bout the dl\Y' of his death. 



Mr. Wearin g was always wi lling to help , from hl.a 
gre a t store o:f knowledge. I have had reason to be 
gr etef'ul to him ~~~tless occasions . He never 
:fe.iled to reply rly" in a ne a t scholarly hand. 
Hi s articles were e.J,wey-s written 1n oapital.8 with 
great oe.re. .Jn the words of Mr.John Medcrsi't "h e 
was a :fr iendly and courteous gentleman" and will be 
gre atly missed by all who lmew him. He was 64 years 
of ege. 

Almost every letter recei v ed since the dispatch 
of No . 7 has had somethln g nic ·e to sa y - about the 
ill ustrat ed hea din gs by 'r{ilfred Dazwin, all deol~ 
ing they add greatly to the appearance of the i:,so.e. 
I oordial J.,y-agree. In thls number anothe:t" one he 
o·.,.r "Letter :Box" feature . Wilfred had als o v olun
t 1a:ered to do so me s ke tches :for the .Annual. Nee dle ss 
t o ssy we grate:f'ul]y se:y "Go ahead , Wilfred " . 

Talking of the Annual we are pleased to sa:y that 
details ot collect ions are coming a long ste adily . 
Alr eaey we have r e c ei ved some from overseas, an d v:e 
have something abou t the gre a test o:f a ll Eng liah 
oolleotions - John Medcra:ft ' s, of oou:rse . This is 
so im pr es siv e th a t - well, we oan •t attem pt to de s
cribe it here . You'l l have to wa it imtil y ou see 
the Annual . This is going to be a re ally i n t erest 
ing :fec ture. V/e want ever y one in, no matter h ow 
smo ll th e collectio n , :for we desire to l e t a ll ool
leotors know enoh other. Give some det a i l s, too, 
of h ow long you h::ive be en col le cting y our :favour
ites, and nny interesting experiences you have .hsd. 
One Magnetite tells for instance o:f how not so very 
long ago he we.a offered · over 200 Magnets :for £1 -
and the o:f:fer was genuine. 

You will also see :fro m a notioe on another page 
t h at we requi.re certain d ates :for our start-stop 
list of boys pape rs. Plea se hel.p if y ou oe.n :for we 
wis h to make this unique feature as compl ete and 
auth en tic as ever possible. 
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Those ~e r]¥ await~ the cot:ting of "Billy Bun-

ter of Gr riars School' AhouJ.d not have lon g to 
wait now, Meanwhil.e, be sure and read the remark-
able developments oonoerning the book in our cor-
respondence ooJ.mmis. I am··sure you will agree "re -
markable" is the word for it. 

Yours a:f.ncere:cy- , 

o~ -'~r 
SIT.BSCRil'TION R.6.llS: 

Single oopiea la.ld -post free. Three oopies 3s. 3i 
post free. Six copies l'is.6d post free. Postai · Orderf 
to be made payable to H.Leckenby, at York, un-cros-
aed. 

ADVERTISEMENT lUTES: 
SmaJ..J. advertisements ld per word (name and add -

reas inserted free of change). 

AN OLD FRIEND RE-A.PPE.mS 
titer a lengthy" interval. the Canadian Mail broug! 

new copies of that artistic little Mag - "The Story 
Pape r Collecto r" . Of neoessi ty, it wa·s thinner ·· 
than of yore, but it was no 1.ess welcome for that . 
now that you have got going again, keep it up, Bill , , 

t 

~: Following numbers Schoolboy-a Own Library· -
15, 28,36 , 48,60, 6 8 , 76 ,84,94,l.24,128,132,138,142,1415, 
150,154,158,166,174,182 , 220,2158 . A:czy condition. 
W.H.Thompson, ll4, Handley Road, New Whittington, 
Chesterfie ld. 

~: Bound volumes of ear)¥ Magnets; also loose 
118gneta, between 1908 and 1929. Good pri ces p81.d :foi 
good material. Erio :Payne, 23, Grove Road, SurbitOl 
~D· .Ud1n e Publications, Turpina, Duval.a I etc. 
Landy, 4, :Nuneat on Road, Dagenham, Essex. 



I have pleasure in presenting still another art
iole :fro n the brilliant pen o:f Roger Jenld.nB , wh o 
is ra pidly beooning one o:f the :forenost authorities 
on Hamilton lore. 

OFF TIIB BEATEN TR.A.OK 
by R.:M.Jenk:ins 

( The School Stories in the 3d Boy s' Frien d Library) 

Oolleoting stories by Charles Hamilton is rather 
much like taking drugs - the more y ou get the more 
you want. I:f you are o:f my generation you ate.rt 
with Magnets and Gems of the last ten years o:f pub
lioation and work your way back through the high- ~ 
ways and byways o:f the variegated works of fiotion 
by this author. You may be l u cky enough t o get hol 
o:f nearly oomplete sets o:f Magnets and Gel!IB, and y 
may then branc h o:f:f to the week ly Boy s' Friends, 
Plucks, Grey:friars Heralds, Populars and Empires, 
and the monthJ,y Boye ' Friends and Schoolboys' Own.a., 
Un:fortunate]y at this moment th e celebrat ed J.aw of 
Averag e s seneral]y makes an appearance, and vie :find 
that the soarc e st books are often in the gre a test 
demand. Ev en the Britiet Museum, which o:f a ll sour j 
oes should possess a co mplete set, lacks Magnet No 
But a part :from this, it ha d vii thin its hnl l owed pre 
cincts evei:y ot h er story wri tt en by Charles Hamil- · 
to n . 

I ha ve always r egarde d t he secon d decade o:f th is 
century as the quantitive period in the history o:f 
the writing o:f school stories, and th e :fourth de 
oade as the most quaJ.i ti tive . Like a ll generi:,.lis'S.:. 
tions, howeve r, this state ment is only a ~l:f'-t:ru.th 
Nev ertheless, I do :feel that in the ye~ 1.rs 193 0- 194 0 
th e re a ppeared some o:f the :finest wor k by Mr.Hamil 
ton, whilst in the y ea rs l9l 0-l92 0 may be be at ob
eerred the remarkable :fecundity o:f his genius . It 
was durin g these early y ears that St . J ims, Gre y 
:friars, and Rookwood , together with Highcli:f:fe and 
Ryocmbe Gram.mar Sch ool were all the centres o"f ator 
ies written, apparently by :five different authors 
from :five di:f:ferent angle* . Yet the amazing fact 



ia that ~ll th e se aohoo~ we.re the oreationa o:f J 
one msn, and the majority o:f the ator:l.ea in whioh 
they were :featuxed were alao his work. 

Thia period was indeed the heyday o:f the school 
ato:cy-, but 811Ch a variety of di:f:ferent schools c 
not oompete against each other inde:fini te~. First 
o:f all, Iiighc~:fe and }Woombe Gr81Dma1.' School dro 
ped out o:f the scene, to be he ard o:f in the future 
on.J¥ as the rivals o:f st. Jims a:ntl Grey:friara respe 
ive]y. Then Rookwood gave i.:..p appearillg ·on the book 
stalls weekly, al.though it made aporsdic appearamce 
:for some considerable time a:fterw~s in the ·guise 
o:f reprints. More than tan years l ater, St .Ji.Dis 
gave up the ghost, and a few months after that, Gre -
friars was :foroed to make what has now turned out 
to be scVe n years sojourD in exi le. 

But among th e stories of s chools that re ~ired 
from the scene compe.re.tive]y ear:cy, there s:::e a 
number of notable works. Some appeared in papers 
that many colleotors mey be unaware ever rec~ ived 
contributions fro m the pen of Charles Hamilton. · O:f 
all these books, few indeed oa:n be · acarcer to come 
by than the Boye' Friend 3d Monthly Library. Yet it 
was in this aeries, and in this aeries only , that 
before the advent of the Schoolboys' ONn Library · 
1925, it was possible to obtain addition.al month:cy 
school stories by Mr.Hamilton, although 1;hese ··m.ade, 
only occasional appea re.nces on the market. Yet they 
undoubted:cy helped to stimulate a desire ·fo r a more 
regular supp:cy, which was gratified in 1925. The 
early copies contained about 12 0 pages of close 
print, and th e type ertended alJ. across the page. 
Later, they were printed in two colwns, and the 
number of pages reduoed to about 70. Neverthel.eas, 
both s robab oontained more reading than the 
* .A.ctual:cy there were five schools, but only four 
pen names were used , Mr.Ham:ilton writin8 both the 
Greyfriars and Highcliffe stories as "Frank Rioh
ards". 
~: Monsters, Nelson Lees. Write J :;oook, 17 8 , 
Maria Street, Benwell, Newcas tl e-on-Tyne. · 
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·Schoolboys' Owns t lm t were their successors. A gre at 
deal of th e stories vmre i::ierely reprin ts of em-lier 
ones by Charles Hanilton , like -

No . 235. "The School Under Canves" by "Prosper 
HOWR:rd 11

• 

No . 367 . "Cousin Eth el ' s Schooldays" by "Mar tin 
Clifford" . 

No. 413 . "The Fued at Rookwood" by 11 0Wen Conquest' 
no . 509 . "The Schoolboy Castaways" by "Me.rtin 

Clifford. 
No . 513 . "On the Warpat h a by "Frank Ric har ds". 
No.517 . "Under Sea led Orders" by "MP.rtin Clif

ford" . 
The se v,ere reprinted froo the Gew, Empire, Boys • 

Friend lN, Get:1, MP.gnat, and Gem Lib:zmries respect
ively . On the other hnnd , a few were reprints of 
stories by hP.ck writers, like -

No. 153 . "The Sil ent ~nree" by. "Mnrtin Clifford" . 

wrn:ch als o appeared originally in the Gem library . 
But there were other tales by h ack writers whi ch 
were not re prints, like these two Greyfriars yarns 

No.319 . "School and Sport" by "Frank Richards" . 
No. 489. "Football ChBDpi ons" b-/ "Frank Ri ch ards" . 

vthioh made their onl y appearance in prlnt - :in this 
series. In this connection, it is curious to note 
that the number of imitators vtho used to retail 
lists of spo rt ing events under the impr essio n that 
the:~ were supplying a Greyfria.rs or St • .Til!IB story 
with a genuine air. But iaitators had other habits 
of an ethically questionable nature • . 4nother was to 
talce an original story by Charles Haoilton, and ' 
al. ter rilf!.rlY passages o:f it, f.\ S was done to -

No . 276 . "Through T:rl.ck ond Thin" by "Martin Olif-
f'ord". 

which was pr ob('.bly ndapted :fro t:1 an ,mpublished std 
by Mr . He.::iilt on . Discerning readers will note th.at 
some parts =st have bean wholly retained, whilst .. 
ot hers were altered nnd incidents relnted in i:. l!lB..'1.
ner very di :l'ferent from the s ·t;• 1.e used by th.tl l!lll.ate 
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himself . I t is useless to speculate wey such things 
were not onl,y countenanced uut encoura ged by the 
Amalgamated Preas. But it is interestin g to note 
that this was not an iso lated example o:f j ourn alist 
ic perfidy . For instance -

Magnet No. 67 . "Harry Wharton ' s Ward" 

was written by Oharles Hamilton, and descri be s how 
Wharton :found _a baby. Yet -

Magnet No.652 . "Bil1,y :Bunter 's Baby" 
was an adap t ation o:f t he pre vious Magnet story, and 
was al t ered by a substitute writer. As in the case 
o:f St . Jims story described above , whole passages arE 
retained , and the e:f:fect is to gi v e the obserr ant 
r eader a headache in attempting to establis h t he 
id en tity of the aut hor. But in the case o:f the Gre y . 
friars tale, we have the original with which to com
par e it , and this g:i.vtss us the key to the problem 
of some other stori es which seem to contain a multi-
plicity of sty les. • 

F inal]y, in our classification o:f the school 
tales in the Boys' Friend 3d Library , we come to the 
stories by Mr.Hamilton which made t4eir one and onJ.,y 
appearance in this series . These include -

I 
No.30 . "Tom Merry & Oo. " by "Martin Clif fo rd " . 
No. 38 . "Tom Merry ' s Conq uest " by "Mc..rtin CJ.i:ffo r d" . 
No.288 . "The Boy With out a N!lllle" by "Frank Ri ch

ards" . 
No. 328 . "Rivals and Chums" by "Fr ank Richards" . 
No. 383 . "il\fter Lights Out" by "Martin Clifford" . 

These f ive stories may be said to constitute the 
rar est st ories by Charles Hamilton, since they- npp
eared in no other form, and naturall,y the circulat
ion of this s eri es was far below th at of the Gem e.nd 
:Magnet (in which, of cou.rse, ther e were lnmdreds o:f 
sto ri e s th a t were never re prin ted . But individ lll>.1 
copi e s of the weekJy pape rs are :far more common th? .n 
thes e month]_,r ones) . In view of the scRrCity of 
these s tori e s, then, Oharlea Hamilton fAnB IDtx:{ be 
surprised to learn tha t No. 288 "The Boy Vfith out a 



.~.,. 
Nr.oe " hu considered to be hi s finest work . I t is n'o a Gr ayf riars story, strange),y enough, but a Higholi:ffe one, and deals with the ar rival at that soh ool of Arthur Olare who subsequent),y turns out "to be Oourtenay. The description of Ponsonby & Oo's . objections to th e arrival of a scholarship boy from tne working class is admirab),y done and the way 1n which his friendship with de Oourcy, the Oat>q>illar, is st art ed is desaribed in a maater),y manner . Possib]y the on),y o·ojection to the tale is the exag ger ated snobbishness of Ponsonby, which s ee111B a little artificial these days. Still, it should be borne 1n mind th.at this story was published on Nett Years Day, 1915. Ponsonby later modified his attitude with the passing of time. 

I t is amusing to note how the contemporary Magne ts deal with the Bi tuation. 
Me.gnet Uo . 344. "Ructions at Highcli ff e", 

\~hio h appeared in Septembe r 1914 , bef ore the Boys ' Friend story, deals with "the a=ival at High clif'fe ·· of Olore in quite o diffe r ent manner . In the Magnet version, Olare is knocke d dorm by v. car contflfning Ponsonby and his "nutty" :friends . Harry \Vlinrton takes him to the doctor, :>nd later Squi:ff, o recent erriv n l nt Greyfrinrs ll:!l.d thus n ot lmown to Ponaon llll:lsqueredes r.is the new boy r.t Higholi:ffe . :But no mention is !llf"\de of the f o.ot thnt Clr..re is e>. scholar ship boy, and no nnt ogonism is displeyed tCR11'.rd him when hti :finF ,l]y does turn up . 
~en we turn fon-Jllrd the pnges of the Mllgnet to 

Magnet No. 374 "The Fall of the Fii'"th", 
howeve r , vi.: come to qui te anothe r st ory . Here the is mention of Clare 's - or Countenay ' s - ear]¥ diffioul ties at Highcli:f:fe, and it undoubted),y c onfirm.a th e Boy s' Friend version. .ls all three stories are the wor k of Oharles Hamilton, one can onJ.y assume eithe r that he had forgott en all about Olare s ea.r]y arrival in :Magnet No. 344 , or tha t he had :forgot-ten that he had used t he name at all, in which case we assume that the two Olare 's were meant to 
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b e quite separate individuals . ~ueer little anomBlies like this are somet imes apparent in a f ew wor ks 
o:f :fiction by Charles Hamilt on , although it would 
be di:ffiouJ.t to :find another pair so close together , 
8 8 these . (Perhaps t he only othe r discrepancy of l interest is the :fact that Ml.'. Quelch was named as 
Tom Mer ry's form - master :tn the id Gema, when he was 
a t Clavering Oollege). But eo :far as the Boys' 
Friend 3d library ie concerned , the tracking down o~ 
such things ie made mor e di ff icult by the fact tbat j 
n o dat es were eve r put on this series. and t he onJ,y l reli abl e method o:f ascertaining their chrono l ogy is 
to scan their oontemporaJ:'ll publications :for advert- , ieements of them. . 

To give it its full title , the Boys' Friend 3d I 
Month]y Library was, it may be seen , like the Holi
day .Annu.e.1 in that it containe d very :few stories by Charles Hamilton that were .malci.I18 their init i a l 
appearance . Thll1:I it seems strange that his favour
ite st ory should be one o:f them . Yet it wee and by 
the same curiOU1l twi s t of circumstances, it was I never re-printed. This was indeed l.m.:fortunate cs 
copies of t hese are, as it hn s al.ready been Asserte 
l\a sco.rce as go ld duet . On the few oocBsions when 
fJJJy do chml8e hands they command pri ce:, ae high, i:f 
not highe r, t hen ~ Magnets . For this reP .son it is 
unlikely that mazzy-collectors, however :fnr they 
we.nder of:f the beE'.ten trnok of collecting, wil l ever 
ranch the eech ,ded spot c.mong the works of Mr . l-L".mil L 
ton in which they m1ty rend the only true story o:f 
how Courtenay ol"U!le to Higholif'fe . 

The autho r wishes gratef'ul'.cy to nolmowledge the invaluable P.ssis t anoe rend ered Mr.J.R.Show. 

WU.TED: E arly Magnets, Gialms, Plu cks; would bu;y or 
exchange. 5/ - eaoh offered :for Plucks containing 
St .Ji m's stories , and Gems Nos.115 & 22. John R.Sh avr 
4 , Brunswick P ark, Camberwell, London s .E . 5 . 
WANTED: Magnets comple t e wi th covers. Nos.1 00-300 
and 800-1090. Good prices. W.H. Neate , "Wenlook", Burnham, Bucks . 
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The Bun t er Book won' t be long now 

~- ----A.mae;i.ng fact s about the demand ------, 
You mey see it a s a F ilm ! 

Dear Her bert I.e c kenby, lat JuJ.y , l94 7 . 

Th ank you f or y our let ter, and man.y tha:nka for 
sending along the "Pluok" re productions , which in
terested me v ery much , I r eturn them he rewith. I 
never t hought that I shouJ.d ever see the :first 
numbe r of St. Jim's again. It awakens a lot of old 
memories. Tom Merry had not been thought of when it 
was written, neither had Arthur Augustus D ' !!tray :. 
though. the lat ter appeared a fe w numbe rs later in 
a su bsequen t "Pl uck" story . 

Y our story of the lady of Oard iff interests me 
very muoh . It is very pleasant to be remembered lik 
that. 

Now I have a spot of news that ma.v perhaps inter 
es t y.au . P robably I have mentioned a t one time or 
anot her th a t I used to write songs in t h e "dear dead; 
tlo.ys beyond recall" . One o :t' these w2s a . duet called I 
"Te l l me what is love" , fo r which rru youngest s iste:d 
wrote t h e music. This was published in l908 by 
~c he rber g Ropwood and Crew . .lt that time I had 
on:J.y- lately become "FrF.nk Rich~da " and my own nruw 
of "Charles Hamilt on " was on the song. A new editio 
is now to be i ss ued and this will bear the nnme of 
Frank Ri chards. Everything t a kes time in these -
leisurely days: but I expect th a t it will be on the 
market in a oouple of months :f'ron now. It will be 
i s sued by the same publis hers, n t l 6 , Mortime r St., 
W.I. Now, '-ls you a.re an expert and an au.thority on 
this subject, ve-ry much more than I am reyself, I · 
shouJ.d like you to tell me whet her you think ceybci 
will be inte r es ted in a sang by Frank RichardB. It 
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has ve-ry happy old nssocietions :for me, im.d l s ha ll 
be glfld to s ee it in a new edition : but y1he t her 
anybody else wi ll be, I just "haven't the :faintest 
idea. 

By the way, I have lately been :figurin g in an
other :film, taken this time by Moore - British Film 
Productions, Ltd. The Bunter Book has a show, and 
Macdonald appears along with me as the artiat." Bil~ 
:Bunter o:f Grey:friara School" will positive],y appear 
1n 4.ugust. What the publishe rs tell me about the 
demand for it in the "TradP.'11 , bl e ss their hearts, 
makes me wonder a little whether I a.hall wake u p p 
presently! Could you have guessed thl!rt it would 
prove a "best-seller" two months in advance of act
ual publication? I couldn't. 

With kind re gards , 
Yours s ::.noerely, 

Frank Richards . 

Dear Herbert Lecke n by, 5th JuJ.¥ , 194 7 , 

I had not seen the artiole y ou mentio n in the 
Manchester Guardian, and it is very kind of you to 
tel l me about it, I think I can get a copy; but if 
it turns out otherwise, I should v e-ry much like to 
s ee yours . I t is , a s y ou sa y , rat her a tribute 
t he Guardian is a pa per o:f =ry hi gh standin g, an d 
of very gr eat influ ence in the South a s wel l Ps in 
the North. .ls you describe it as a "pleasing " art 
icle, I mu.st feel fla"t'tered. I am very curious to 
see 1t. 

I like the M gest innnen.sely, and wouldn't miss i 
for anything, and I hope th at it may long flourish. 

Did I tell you that a film producer called on me 
rlth a proposition to film the Bunter Book? Isn ' t 
that curious, when it is not yet even published. 

With kind regards. 
Your s sinoereJy, 

Frim.k Riahards . 



9t h Ju),y , 194 7 . 
Dear Herbert Leck enby . 

Just a l ine to tell y ou that I have received a 
oo py of t h e Guardi an of 27th May f ro m Manchester. 

Many thanks for tellin g me about it The article 
=Y Jessel is real ),y ver:1 plea s ~nt reading, and I 
was extre me J,y pleased with it . Luckizy t hey h ad a 
be.ck numbe r to spare, but I should never have heerd 
o:f it but fo r your kind note, an d I should be very 
sorry indeed to hmr e miss ed it. Again many t hmllks , 
my deer boy . 

Vith kind re ga rds , 

Fr ank Rich a rds. 

11th JuJ,y, 1947 . 
Dear Herbert Le ckenby , 

You are very welcome t o publish th e f i gure s I 
mentioned to John Shae , but get them quit e ri gh t. 
Th e exact figures e re - 1 0 , 00 0 ta ke n up by the 
Tr ade thre e months ahea d of publ ication; second 
10 , ()00 now print ing - expected t ot al , 50, 000 . 

You will have received rey l e tter by this time 
a bou t the Gua rdian arti c le. They v e ry kind zy sent 
me a COf!Y of the issue end y ou can gu ess th at I 
found it v ery pleasar .t r e adin g . Onc e more thanks 
fo r having put me wise t o it. 

Wit h kind re ga.rd s , 
Yours sin c er e),y, 

Prank Ri chards. 

I 

I 
HOTES: I 
--I-am sure al l will agree tha t the revelations I 
r eg ardin g th e :Bunter Book a.re trul y a.mazing . A best 
s e l le r indeed. As :for a pr oduce r wan t in g to :film 
e. b ook bef ore he ha.s seen a line o:f it, well , VJhat 
bet te r compl iment can we have tha :!l. that. 

Rega rding Mr.Hamilton ' s reference to a ne·ns j,?~; ~r . 
- ...I 
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, rt icl e t h is appeared in the ~ianches t er Guardian L 
27th Mey. It occupied mor e tha..TJ. two hall -col umns or 
that paper an<i was written by R . G.Jessel. When ~. l 
pa.per universa l ly admitted to represen t all the .t is 
best in Eng lish journalism all ows th at sp ace i n 
t h~ se days of newspaper austerity with inches Al- ~ 
most priceless, well, again its something to J:>e 
proud o:f. Vie hope to be able to publish the Rrti 9 
in :full, meanwhile here is e.n extract j~st to whet 
your a pp etite : 

To -day I have :for gotten every word of Henty 
Md \'/alter Scott , but the characters and t radi
tions of Gre yf riars School are :fr es h in IllY mem
ory, and I believe that in most male gath e rings 
of 55 and 20 you will find a greater :familarity 
wi th Ooke r of the Fi:fth and Hr. Quelch , thEQ'J. 
with Mr . Pi ckl'lick or Henry Esmond. 

I 
V!ell, loo k out fo r the wh ole article in No. 9 , 

No,•:, .:uat a word &bout Mr . Hamilt on ' s re:fere noo 
t o the lady of Car diff . On rrry recent holiday lllf 

I co-editor took me along to see one of his business 
:friends who is a:n arde n t Gem collector. F or over a 

I 
hour she s poke of the pleasure she had derived :fro 
that pa per and paid tribute t o t h e aut h or with as 
much enthusiasm as the youngest male collector. It . 

I was anot h er striking exampl e of the affection the I I Ha1,u lton ?ap ers holds, all:! nw ohat with her was one 

I 
of t h e ple asa n test memor i es o:f my Cardiff holiff i . 

MAGNETS V/A.NTED: l - 850 and vari ous numbers till 
1683 . Lists gladly se nt . 4:riy condition as l on g as 
readable. J . W. Geal, 60, F l eetwood Road , Kingston, 
Surrey . 
i7AHTED: Gem No . 1663 "Silve r son on the Spot " da te 
30th Deo . 1939. A.K.Harris . 20, Bat tenhall Road , 

I 
Worcester. 

~i Odd numbers complete . Old Boys Books -
8D;f condition. Some for sale ~d exche:nge. Henry 

I 
J . H.Bartlett, Peaahill, Shipton Gorge , Br idport, 

. Dorset . -
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ST!.LW!Jl.TS OF THE PAST 

No, not anothe r a r ticle lau ding the periodicals 
t h at are g one, but a g lim pse at a ome of the enthus 
iasts who once sup ported the Nelson Lee. 

Fi rst, let ua look at No .5 9 of the 1st New Ser
ies. Under the heading "Co rres pon dents Want ed" we 
:find one, Harry McMahon, asking fo r pen friends. 
Hi e address ? 50 Long Street , vrest Broke n Hill , 
N.S . W. Yes , from 'down under' we hB'7e a loyalist 
of the old paper who again a sks for pals in 79, 80, 
84 and 85, and to whom Edv,y Searles ·Brooks replies 
:in "Between Ou:rselves" in 74 , 78 , 86 and 90, 

tustrfllia is a 1~ way off and a b ig place too, 
where is Harry McMahon no\7 ? 

Lionel Noxon ne rt. A :firm supporter and a keen 
st .Franks Leaguer, bis na:me appears in "Be tween 
Ourselves" -46 , 48, 78 , 86 and 89 , all 1st New Ser 
ies. But s tE\r! Li onel is n o ne w r eader. Glanc e bac 
to Old Series 543 and 546 , and he is writing to 
E . S . B. there. 

In those day s he lived at 59 Manor Dri ve ~ Leeds. 
Is he the re still? Does Li onel ret ain h appy re 
col eotiol:IB Df those goo d old times - does he? 

A!rley m9 to Ireland. Take a look at No . 139 ( 1st 
New Series ) an d on E'dwy 's page "Be tween Ourselves" 
we have a pho to grap h of~ certain R ita McEntegg art. 
And looking back at No. 86 her name appears in print 
aga:1.n. Addxess is rather vauge, being given si mply 
as Kells , Co .Meath. 

Str ange to reflect th at the little lady smiling 
back at us :from the top o:f the page is n ow a grown 
woman, marr i ed no .doubt, and with a h ome of her own 

Does Rite MciEnteg gart cherish so me happy memor
ies of st . Franks even to-df\V ? 

There are hundreds more, of oourae, J. 'O.Boucher 
wh ose name is a lr ead;y" familiar to moat readers . · 
A.. Shew, 114- Mi l ton Road, Gravesend , Kent, of whom 
eOine of use have heard through our collecting cor
r e s p ondenc e; Yes, and so I could go on. 
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Twenty odd yee:cs ago ! Harry !,!cl\1ahon , Li onel 
Maxon, Ri ta McEnte gge.rt, names from out of the blue One cannot he l p wondering whether the Bditors of 
"C.D. " would be prepared to chance three copies of their pap er :I.Jl the post as messenge r s of goodwill . 
Would those c opies r each their tar ge ts ? And if they did, what t hen ? 

l'lould we re gEl:l.n three stalwar ts of the past ? 
I wonder ? ~ . ~ ._ .r..1- . 

Well, he r e ' s a novel id ea , and we shall be pleas d to pl ay up . Oopiea of No. a will be sent off to the 
thre e old r eaders of the Nels on Lee Lib rary , as 
soon as published. (H. L. 

CAN YOO HELP US ? 
We require the a erial number and date of the l as 

issue of the followin8 papera : -
Boya ReaJJn Footb all & Sports Libr~ ; Spor~a 

for Boys; Greyfr iar s Hera l d ( 2nd Series ) ; Sport and Adventure; Boys Magaz:I.Jle (Hiltona) Jacks Paper! 
Pluck ( started 1922); Rocke t ; Boy s Favourite ( 1929) Bul lseye (start ed 1931); Surprise (started 1932) ; 
Sport s Budget; Pilot; Wild \'/eat Library (st arte d 1938 ) ; Football Favourite; e.J.so st arti n g dat e of " St art l er" . 

Oan anyone say when "Chuma" :finished as a mrekly or month]y? 
Information required urgently for the Ar.nu.al.. 

V/1'.NffiD: Early -aasues of Gem, Magn et , Pluck, Dreadnought; early 1914 & 1925 . Eric Fayne , 23 Grove Roc d, Surbi ton . 
WRL SELL OR EXQH4NGB Gems Nos . 487, 493 , 5l5,5ln , 553 , 560, 561,56 4, 579,582,1)38 . Magnets be twee n 1000- 1200 wanted . G. Thompson, 85 Deerpark Road , Belf ast. 



\"le re produce bel ow :from the Leicester Mercury , 
a Report o:t' the Pe ar son Case, wit h out :i'urther com
ment : -

.LEICESTER MAN GETS 
THREE YEARS' FOR 

FRAUDS 



H.M.Bond 

:J:HE ROOl'lD Til!IB 
As I thought, the ill.ustrated heading by- Wili'red Darwin which we introduced :tor the :tint time last month, has proved immense~ , popul.ar with the ma;jor-11;,y o:t eur readers. The bouquets are all. yours,Wil:f, and you. deser9'e •em, :tor you did a :tine piece of work. This heading is now to be the "trade mark" of Blald.ana. 
!!!he third B1ake Cros sword Puzele and t he second · one contribu te d by- Rex Do1ph:1n was a1so ·a auccess . We hope to include more puse1es ~ this nature ere long. Rex has beoome a re~ oantrilnrtor to · •B.'l.aJd.ana" 8114 I hope you will agNe "1:th - 'that his latest ef:tort "Bl.8lce on stage, Soreen and Radio" s well up to standard. He will appear again next onth with a re~ interesti?ig contribution entitled "Portraits of Blake". 
Thanks for all. the ro.oe remarks about by- own humle e:tfo;rt "Laughing with 11rs.13ardell", I am wor:t;... on the second in this series and -hope to include t 1n No.lo . ~ e forthoomin6 attraotion azmounped · e.st month, name~ , "!!!he Hauso" will un.fortune.te:cy, ed for some weeks to the fact that a a 



deal o:f wor k has ~o be over-come in order that it 
be a really adequate picture o:f the "house in Baker 
Street" . 

Two rather interesting ne wspaper cuttings came 
my wf!:;f the other df!:;f. The :first o:f the se was from 
an Irish Free Stat e newspaper (name unknown) and 
consisted o:f an article called "Th ey weren't so 
Horrible" by John D.SheridEln. . It is a pity that we 
cannot reproduce the whole article at the moment 
(al t hough we hope to be able to do so later) but 

you will be interested in the :follovr.i..ng extracts, 
I am su.re: -

"Unless you begin 'by liking some kind o:f read
ing you will n ever end up by liking the best~ 
and a taste c annot be directed nntil it exists. 
Hence the need :for school stories and :for blood 
and nrurder in old dis-used warehouses by the 
docks . Nelson Blake and Sexton Blcice may be 
dead, but they vr.ill hnve their supporters so 
long as bo y s remain boys .. 01d their epi t aph is 
still being written". 

Now I echo Mr. Sheridan's sentiments re the ne e:d 
:fo r stories that vnill really interest boys, in :fact 
I have no p :::_tience witli those who sneer at the mere 
mention o:f su ch FIS Sexton BlOke, but I do wonder 
where he got the ide n that Blnk e y1r.s : :s good GS 
"un der the sod" . Doesn • t h e knm ·1 thr . t "·c t only is 
l3lnk e still very muc.'1 ::-.live bu'(; t hn "; onl y rec en tly 
he hos been portrnyed on the screen by one o our 
l e flding nctor s ? And it seems thr.t he is quite 
ignornnt o:f the :fr.ct thnt even Tinke r now sups his 
pint o:f old r.nd nd.ld in the · compnny o:f his :fo.mous 
mr2t er . The erro r in nnmes (i.e . Nelson Blnke) is 
poasi bly n misprint, but I ,!<Uess thr.t the Lee :fr.ns 
would be r r..ther disgusted at the r.sso ci r .tion with 
l3lck:e ! 

The second cutting · comes :from "The Bristol Ev en
ing Post" o:f 28th June , 194 7, and is taken :f:rom the 
:film review by Harris Deans . I sal ut e this gentle
mEIIl. :for HIS sentiments. Revi ewing the :fi1lll "Hue and 
Czy" he compares it with some o:f the old "bloods" an.a S B : -
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"From Tom Sawy er " to "Just William" t he hU1!12n 

boy is the same all over t he civilised wor l d. 
"Sexton Blake" and other CLASSICS have done more 
to foster a taste fo r lite ra ture than their 
authors will eve r be cr edited with". 

J.s you all probab:cy recall, Mies Dorothy L. Say e! once alluded to Blake as pa rt of our National Folk 
Lore, but i t is gra ti fyin8 to know that someone el e 
thinks of him as a olassioal character . We Blake 
love r s !mow this to be ver., true , :for have we not · 
s pen t endless hours in hie compaey ? And haven't 
we often turned f:rom some massive tome (reputed to 
be "ver., well written " ) and foun d that an old S. B •. 
gave us more enjoymen t, yea and even more inspirat · n. 
Hate off then t o a news pa pe r film criti c who "know 
his onions" . 

Gee! I tJUst stop now, or this wh ole issue of 
"Blakian a" will be taken u p by Dzy' chot . I hope I 
have interested you all 8lll{h ow. 

Oheerio :for now, 
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"Ble,ldanas" regular star cont ributor REX DOLPHIN 
now traces the histor. " o:f Sexton Blake in the ent er 
tainment world . This is not intended to b e an 
accurate record o:f the films and plays in which our 
:favourite detective has appeared but mere]y the 
author's own n eoo riee and discoveries :fro m old num
bers o:f Blake papers. 

BLAKE ON ST ~GE , SCREEfti .A.ND RA.DI 0 
by Rex Do],p 

Sexton Bla ke has alwa y s been es s entialJ.y a read
er's hero, and atte npts to put hin into ot her ned 
iUI!IS ( i llustration s end E. R. P. 's bust excepted) 
have never been note worthy :for their startling auo
oess. However , the Bl ake records would not be ooo
plete wi'thout mentio n o:f these atte npts . 

I cannot c lain that this is a co nplete r ~oord , 
and shall be gratef'ul. to BJJ/f reader who can add to 
or an en d it. 

~: 
The earl i est announcement o:f a Blake Pla y in ey 

:files appears in issues o:f the U.J . dated nid -1 91.l . 
There ere two plays adve rt ised :-

HUSH-MONEY, or The Di s appearance o:f Sexton 
llili'~ · . 

Jl..nd the Magni:ficent Melodra.oe - SEXTON BL.A.KE, 
-- DIT~ ~ 

Un:fortuna te]y no detail.a are available about 
authors' or players' naces. Probably other such 
plays wer e produced in the pre- 1920 period, but 
oy coll ection o:f U. J. 's b e:fore 192 0 is not conpl et e 

Then , in 1930, cane an event :for Blake lo ve rs. 
Let the U.J. spea.k:-

SEXTON BL.Ii.KE PL.«i' ! 
at the 

PRINCE EDWARD THEATRE 
(Ol d Conpton Street, London, W. ) 

. .. The event al.l keen :follow ers o:f the worl.d' s nost 
opuJ..a.r -detect .ive :hE!V'e be en waiting :for - a :first 
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ol as s stage play by :f:i.rs t cl ass artists in a fixst 
class theatre . Look out :for -

ARTHUR WONTNRR. 
in 

"SEXTON .BLAKE" 

.4. brilliant detective drane in four .4.cts 
by 

DON.4.LD S'JEW.&RT 

I r e::ieob er reading sone good criticisos of this 
play, especially one in the News o:f the World . 

The story of this play was published in U.J . 
No.1422 dated 17th J an.1931 , under the title "Mr . 
Midnight" and a full-page portra:!. t o:f A.rthur Wont
n er as S . B. appeared on the cov er . It was a y a m 
of the Edgar Wallace cystery - oan whodunit type , so 
typical of Donald Stuart's ( Gerald Verner' s) work. 
Screen : 

The fir st re:fere nc e I can find to a Sex ton Blak 
film is in the U. J. in early 1920. The film was en 
titled "The ~wste ry o:f the S. S. Olympic" , was pro
duced by Gaumont, and the story was published in 
U.J. No . 85 7 dated 13th March , 192 0 . According to 
the editor's announcement it was written by Robert 
Murray. Once again there are no particulars about 
the actors . 

In late 1928 a se rie s of S. B. films was prod u ce d 
by British Fil.mcraft Productions Ltd, the :fixst of 
whi ch was entitled " The lzystery of the Silent , 
Dea th" . This had its premi ere at the Capitol, Car-f 
di:f:f, on 24th Decembe r, 1928 . It was a two-reeler, 
and :further titles followed, name],y: "Silken Thread ' 
" The Great Office NlY"stery", " Sexton Blake, Gambler" 
" The Clue of th e Second Goblet ", and "Blake the Law 
Breaker" . 

Sexton Blake was played by L8.n8hor:ne Burton and~ 
Tinke r by Mickey Brantford, and during 1928 and 
1929 portraits of these two as Blake and Tinker we 
printed in the S.B . L. and U.J., with real photos 
obtaine ::ile at a am.all charge. 



Announcements appear ed week:cy in the U.J. statin 
where the :film3 · were appearing . And these announce
ments were accompanied by a no te that makes the tru 
Blake :fan' s mouth water. "Copies o:f the :famous 
Sexton Bl ake bust may be obtained at most of the 
cinemas showing the films. 

In 1938 a series of full-length films appeared, 
curiously unheralded by the S.B. publications. The 
:first was II Sexton Blake and The BeEa:"de·d Doctor" -
baaed, I believe, on a Rex Handinge yar d "The Blaz 
:1.ng Launch Iey-stery 11 

• Then came "Sexton Blake and 
The Mademoiselle" based on "They Shall Re -pay•, "the 
:first of t h e Roxane stor i es . The on:cy in:form13tion 
I have· regarding playe rs is that Ckor ge Ourzon play 
Bl ake. I • d like to lmow who played the beautii'ul. 
Ro xane! 

In th e same series came the only one that was 
much publicised - "Sexton Blak e and The Hooded 
Terror" baaed on "The !ey"stery of No .1 3 Csveraham 
Square" , by Pierre Qui roule. The original story wa 
published in S.B . L. No. 569. 

This :film attra~ted quite a lot of attention fro 
the n ational criti c s . Ckorge Ourzon again played 
Blake, Greta Gynt , Mdlle. Julie, and David Farr ar , 
Granite Grant. 

On to 1945 . On 27th Januar " of that year the 
nationaJ. periodi c al ILIDSTAATED ran a two-page 
spr ead of the new Anglo-American production "Meet 
Se xton Blake" . Dav-id Farrar p l ayed Blake - probab 
the most natural Bla ke we •ve ever had . Jolm Varley 
wae Tinker. 

I would very much have liked to see this film bu 
was abroad at the time . From the review in ILJJJS
TR~D i t looked the beat film made to date. Perhap 
some reader will tell me what s tory it was based on 
or whether it was s.n original story . It loo ked to 
me like the work of Anthol:zy" Parsons. 

Ra dio: 
Se xton Bl ake appeared on th e Radio in 1939, in 

a short seria:l. called ''Enter Sexton Blake", feature 
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as part o:f "Monday Night at Eight" . This was based 
on an Edwy Sear le s Brooks (Berke1ey C~) story 
which appeared previously in the S.B.L. and was 
later serialised in :;) . W. Once aga:ln I have no de
tails o:f playe rs' names. 
Tail-pj,eoe: 

Blake has a1so been recorded :for the gramo phone. 
H.M.V. No.C.2 044 - 0 Murder on the Ports mouth Road" , 
e. on e-act play with Arthur Wontner in the lead. 

OORRECTION: 
In the Rex Do1pb1n Cl"oswword in No.7, an errol." 

cr ept in owing to the omission o:f a clue. I t should 
have r ea d :-

28 .llcross: F a,rniliar way to addre ss Stua.r t . 
29 ~cross : Initials o:f 26 across. 

SOIUTION TO CROSSWORD No.3 : 

A S H - - B <l.l T - S B -
-P.ll -HJ. M ILT ON 
H Y LTON - N - OW L 
0 - - - P :0., R KE R - -
M J..R VEL- E -YOU 
t f.-- PR - U 
- S B L - L I - V ~ L I 
T - U-TEED-N- 0 
I - S .l · Y E R - - D O N 
GHT - R - R - D R -
E -- DEREK-ESB 
R Y M E R - - K E II - ..: 

SEXTON BLAXE "<lJI Z" No.3 : QUESTI ONS 
1. Who 1:as th e auth or o:f the S.B . stories featuring 

th e chsractel" "Si.:x:penoe"? 
2 . What was "The Red Peri1":t 
"3. What was the nj_clOJ.ame o:f Janssen? 
~. Who were Har mon & o•FJ.yim. Give their Christi.an 
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names & name the ori ginato r of the characte rs. 
5 . Name the last st ory in. the S. B. L. se cond series, 

and the first story in the third series . Name 
also the character featur ed in each story. 

6 . Which three Blake author s have wri tt en abou t the 
same foreign character ? Name th e characte r 
and it's originator . 

Q.4.SH OR EXCHANGE OFFERS REQUIRED: Fo r following 
Pa rcels - F1fty Boys' Friends , 193 0-1936; Doze n 
di tt o. (e a ch Mint condition) ; 50 hlodern Boys , aver
ege state; 15 S . O. L; several bound volumes; The 
Captain ; various boy s end childrens kunulls and 
bound books (full list 3d) . \'ft.11".l!ED: Monste rs, Nu8-
gets , Populars, Magnets, s :o.L. , Gems, Lees , and 
Stamp Collections . Ev erything considered. Jo se ph 
Baguley, "Moorings" , Pens il v a, S .E . Cormval.l. 

THE STClnY OF OOCTOR S~TIR A w H. M.Bond. 
}'art 1 

On 27th Nov . 192 1;, fdU.r months afte r Sexton Blake 
h as final:cy- smashed the infamous Criminals Confeder 
a t ion , and whi lst h e was still at grips with some o:f 
the cost dangerous of his arch enemies, t he dete ct
ive was fa c ed with a new menace , probabl,y the greet 
e s t of nil . When the story "Lord of the 4.pe M:en" 
:fe aturing Dr. Satix a was pm.blished in "Union Jack " 
No .12 06 , we little thought th at this ne w ch aracter 
wa s to prove a most pot ent and devilish f orce and 
t hat our detective was to be faced with even greate i 
hazards than he had ex perienced in his rec ent strug 
g les against the Confederation. 4.lthough the aut h ois 
nn 111es •1er e not being given a t th a t tme, we kne,1 
t h at th e saoe hond wa s r e s ponsible for thEl cre a tion 
o:f' Satir e a s for the Confederation, for , in the 
first story, the fiendish doctor was first int rod uctd 
to Sexton Blake by Dirk Dolland who was a nost im
portant char acter in the 1.ntt er series . Now tha t 
th e curtain has been r ~.ised o.nd the Ii\YStery of the 
oen re spons ibl e for the Bl.alee stories we know thnt 
:tt wa s Robert Murr= . G:rent credit is due to t his 
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fin 0 autho r , who , al.though now deceased, stil.1 is 
one of the :favourites of those who were :familiar Vii h 
Blake in the 192 0 ' s. In Sat ira ·he creat~d a man wh 
was utte r )¥ ruthl.ess and quite immune to any fee 
of pity for his fell.ow men . Even his accomplices 
were call.ous)¥ done to death when their purpose had 
been served and it is doub ti'ul. whether there were 
any more horrifi o situations in the whole history 
of Bl.eke stories than we wer e faced with in the 
s to ri es of this character. To proper:cy introduce 
Dr.satira I DIUBt f i.rst of all relate t hat D:!.r k :rol 
l.and and John Fade, who had become :favourites among t 
Coni'e deration oha.rac t ers , s oon beoame b ored when 
that or gani sation was final.:cy smashed and deoi.ded 
to visi.t the secr et city of Ll.aaha in Ti.be t. Whil e 
journeying through the HimsJ.aya.s they heard st r ange 
st ori es of a rac e of ape men who were s aid to be 
al.moat hume.n. Obvi ous:cy Doll.and and Fade coul.d not 
resist the t emptation to " J.ook in" on the secret 
dwel.ling place of thi s strange race and al.though 
t hey were f ace d with mu.ch opposition from their n.at 
ive guides and bearers th ey eventuaJ.:cy l ocat ed the 
spot known as Khurdan where the ape men lived in 
caves. The stories about these creatures were f 
to be on)¥ too tru.e and the ape -men even h ad a 1 
age of their own and a religion which coni' ormed to 
t hat of some of the ancient civili sat ions . There 
"god" was known as Dar aha and was represented by a 
huge and hideous carv ed idol which bore distin ot 
r es embl.ance to an ape. The expl.orers ouriousi ty w 
gr ea t and they ventured rather too far resul.ting 1.n 
Dolland having to shoot on e of the ape men 1n sel.f 
def ence. This enr age d this strange coIIIJllllllity an d 
t hey soon attaoked and overoame both men final.J.,y 
escorting them to their :rul er. This individual 
proved to be a most oul.tured and eduoa -ted and not 
th e "super ape :man" th at one would have expe cted. 
In the \lords of John Fade he was one of the most 
e.mazing men that he had ever met, "a bril.l.iant ech-

l
ol.ar and savan-t, and yet one of the vil es t, most 
ool.d bl.ooded sooundrel.s unhUil8". Yes, it was Dr. 
Sotiro! Har e in the mount nins of the Uorth West of 
India ex:tsted the man who was t o beo9me the o.rch 
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en e ll\Y of Sexton Bl.ake and the mos t d8ll8eroue orimina i 

ever lm ovm. l'Ti thout disclosin g his preci se ne.t i on

ali ty Se.t ire claimed to have reen ed ucat ed in Europe 

:,n d to pos~ess degreas in p r~ctioal:cy every branch 

o:f sci ence . Hi e knowledge o:f medic ine we.a undoub t e d 

:cy-great. It we.a impossible to e.de qua t e:cy describe 

,;h e mun , for his appear1c.nce wa s mos t hidcoue . Qu.ot

il:::.3 John Fad e. again , he h3d "t l::.e eyes of a snake, 

I 
'.;J:>9 head of a vuJ. ture, the f ace of ,: fie nd, an d the 

voice o:f a c ooing dove" . He was acLli ct e d to snuff 

trudn .g and this ha bit ,va s v ery much pr onoun c e d a.ll 

throll8h the series of s tories about this most EllllOz-

in.g crtm:tnal.. 

Part 2 wi ll tell how Dr . Snt ir ~ .:had become th e 

leader o:f th e a pe men , his ult~ t e arrival in Lon 

don, n:nd h:1.a fir st con:flict with S(:)::cton Blake; Mllks 

'SUI'e th a t YOU obtRin YOUR OOPI o':f C. D. n ext month. 


